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John 3:17, John 10:10

Peter Gomes tells the story of when he

Memorial Church. Here it is in his words;

AAnNn anonymous benefactor offered to
to fill the pews. No particular translation was specified, and no objections
were made to the Revised Standard Version. Befeeedingtoo far along

the roadl felt it wise to takelte advice of some colleagues, and | found their
reaction to be apprehensive, and in fact quiet suspicious of the motivation
behind the giftd6 Wat does the benefactor want or expétt®as asked, and
warned that placing Bibles in the pews would creaténaitation to steal

them. Further | was warned théatgople will think that this is a

fundamentalist church. If they see Bibles in the pews you will have an image
problemdMy colleagues meant well, | knew, and wished only to protect the
church from seculaand religious zealots. These concerns notwithstanding,
however, we accepted the gift, placed the Bibles in the pews, and happily,
over the years have |l ost quiet a few

How do we know anyone? Waelle talk tothem, listen to them, bulb we
realy know them even then? Why do we take pictures? To remember. We take
pictures at birthday parties, weddings, and graduations because we believe the
photo helps us find our way back to that moment. Sometimes i¥\=are told
the Indians were afraid ¢iie camera because they believed the picture stole their

soul. The camera may not take the soul but what it does is it freezes everything.



When we take a picture of our three year old blowing out the candles on her
birthday cake we capture all of her tins can sedt is the bespicture wecan
take. Yet is that our little Cindi? Can any one picture tell us who Cindi is? Can her
prom picture tell us who she i s? How ab
wedding? Can the picture she sent us from Rorhagetho she is? Of course no
one picture can tell us the story of Cindi. All one picture can do is capture what we
seeat the momentThe picture does not capture Cindi. When we take a nature
photo, say of a stream in the mountains, all we get is anadequicture of what

we SEE. We cannot capture the strefiihgoes beyond our view finder.

So if we want to get a more accurate picture of dear Cindi, other than these
individual pictures what are we to do? The only way to get anything close to an
accurag picture ofwho Cindi is, isto create a photo album. When you put the
birthday picture, her baptism picture, her picture with her first car, her graduation
picture, and all the other special moments side by side, now we have a story. Even
now we mustadnt we don®t know all there is t
more than any one photo can tell. The photo albuithh each additional photo

tells usabout Cindi.

When the ancients went to explain God they did not have a camera. All they
had were words angords were their colors. The pictures tivaypte aboutGod

were the best they could take. Yet all one picture tells you is what they SAW not
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who God was. God like Cindi and the stream are too bitheriew finder. Thus

trying to explain God with anyre description is a bit dangerous. This is why the
ancients collected these “pictures” and
album, without photos of course. Each picture shows God but not all the pictures

are the same. So meutly,ankesemeimesidthe'peturdsai r wa
was straight but you could always tell it was Cindi. God is sometimes seen at a

di stance at other times God i svhoaasl ki ng

During our reading of the Bible we had many shaps of God and if we are
not careful we will confuse God with one of these pictures. The picture is the best
we can do, the pictuteowever,is what we SEEGod is much bigger than what we

can, feel, describe, grasp.

One snap shot of God is God as @ator. Remote, a manager if you will,
delegatingesponsibilities and making assignments. Yet on other occasions the
pictureis a God walking through the gardenhere are occasions when God
appears to order people to kill otherctmquera land, yet thee are other pictures
where God laments violence and death. There are some pictures where you see evil
being attributed to God and other pictures where evil appears to have been

outsourcedAll through the Old Testament we recethesesnapshots of God.



The people took the best picture they could at the time. While the photo is
clearly of God, it actually tells us more about what they SAW than WHO God is.
At times the faithful writers describe God as a loving shepherd but then there are
times when God is warrior. In our way of thinking we want to make God one or
the other but do we not have pictures of our sons playing sports and then pictures

of them being hugged by their mother.

The good news for us is the sheelumeof pictures gives us a pretty good
glimpse of the Almighty. Admittedly it is not a perfect picture, but throughout the
Old Testament we get the basic characteristics down. They are written about

enough that they come through.

While God was not proofreading the text, God must have believed
something was lacking. So God decides he needs to bring in someone who is very
photogenic. A person who gives a complete picture of who God is. Thus God
sends his own son. The son will make clear the ways of the fathlasus we

have the best picture &fod. Not the last but the best.

In Jesus we still do not see all there is to see, but our vision improves. In
Jesus, iphotographehak eéhanged om film to digital. God is as near as
a prayer , Gdufraciods.dcodis faitlfulGddiis hapeful. Now the

pictures are more consistent.



In these pictures we see evil as totally separate from God. God does not send

destructionn Jesus in Jesus there is life.

| came to that they may have life and have it more abundantly . . . For God
did not send the son into the world to condemn the world but in order that
the world might be saved through him.

Sometimes heartache comes butitis neversentaldstp i ct ur es i n God
album help us put it all together. They give us the beseseptation of the
Almighty. Yet, let us be careful, these pictures are a pale comparison to the real

God and further these are not the last pictures in the photo album.

Over the course of these ninety days | have heard more than one of you say,
“maybshowel dn*"t read the entire bible.”
picture of God contained in the Bible is not flattering. Those of us who wrestle
with the bibleonaregularbas knew t here were stories |
offering up their dauglets to men for sexual pleasure to keep the peace. We knew
there were stories of unnecessary mass violence. We knew there were bloody

passages where neither men or God came off looking particularly favorable.

Over the years devices have been createdep &kurchgoers from seeing
the troubling side of Holy Scripture. One of the first was the stained glass window.
When most of civilization was illiterate the church decided the best way to tell the

story was through pictures. The pictures we choose werstdhies we believed



the people could digest. Jesus returning with a sheep on his neck. Jesus raising
Lazarus from the dead. We were bold en
the cross. Yet in all my years | have never seen a stain glassed vahttenlood

or one of the rape of Dinah.

Further to protect young ears we only tell certain stories to the children. Our
curriculum out of necessity becomes , G*"
except that we spr e a dedtudantdbody, @melytleet i ng t
adults. We choose curriculum that inspires or indoctrinate and not material that
reqguires a measure of wrestling and con
of scripture is difficult or challenging it is that when we hié&or the first time it

Is shocking. For some, this was the first time. David does not simply kill Goliath

he decapitates him. And did God readlypoint a great fish to eat his prophet?

In the end what we hold in our hand is a holy photo album. Givéng
gl i mpses of God and God"s peopl e. Howev
SEE. We must confess our vision fars not
awayGod came close in Jesus so we could ggtaalpicture. In Jesus we have the
best picture of what God is like. The same scripturetéiistu s about Davi d

for Bathshebshowsus God"s | ove for us.
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