


Dorothy’s class
The most challenging thing about teach-
ing is narrowing it down, says Dorothy 
Wiley, who’s been teaching the Adult V 
class since 2007.

“A writing teacher once told me I was too 
wordy and I’m afraid that’s a trait I still 
have,” she said. “I overprepare and then 
have difficulty getting to the end, cover-
ing all the main points of a lesson.”

Dorothy said she strives to present the 
material in such a way that lives can/will 
be changed. “We all like to learn informa-
tion, but life-changing words touch the 
spirit as well as the mind,” she said. 

“It is also challenging not to get in a rut 
and teach the same way all the time. I 
think our people like a change in the 
teacher’s approach so we must be care-
ful to come up with ways to keep their 
interest and still stay true to the lesson. 
The actual class activity is discussion 
and lecture type. Probably the majority 
of classtime rests with the teacher, but 
I have considerable discussion sessions 
also.”

Teaching a Sunday School class brings 
Dorothy many rewards. “First, of course, is 
the greater scope of understanding I get 
from in-depth study,” she said. “Secondly, 

the closeness of a class is enhanced for 
the teacher. We get to know our class 
members in a more intimate way and 
that just deepens our Christian love 
for each other. Certainly this happens 
whether you're the teacher or not, but 
that is one of the benefits for me.”

Among those in Dorothy’s class are 
several charter members of the church 
and others who serve as deacon, trustee 
or volunteers for Eastside Crisis Center, 
Angel Food Ministry, VBS, Wednesday 
night supper and choir. 

One of the most important elements of 
the class period is the prayer time at the 
beginning. “Our class members are very 
mindful of prayer needs both inside and 
outside the church and we spend ad-
quate time covering those,” Dorothy said. 
“We also have very gracious class mem-
bers who open their homes for times of 
fun, food and fellowship. “

“Just as there is a sweet spirit of fellow-
ship in the whole church, one has a great 
sense of that in our class ... laughter, 
great camaraderie, but covering all that is 
the love and prayerful concern we have 
for each other,” she said. —Sue

16-18 people attend the Adult V class each week.

dorothy Wiley

…is from Lenoir, NC, where 
she grew up in Little Rock 
Baptist Churchi n Wilkes 
County. 

…has 10 siblings, a daughter 
Melissa, and grandaughter 
Sarah; a son Jonathan and a 
grandson Ian.

…went to a small country 
high school and worked 
two years before going 
to Gardner-Webb Junior 
College. She earned a BS in 
education at Appalachian 
State University. 

…met Sam at Gardner-
Webb and they started 
their teaching careers in 
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
School System before 
moving to Darlington. 

… moved to Greenville in 
1973 and retired after 30 
years in education. Dorothy 
taught 22 years at Southside 
Public High School in the 
English Department.

…has been a member at 
Pelham Road for 10 years. 
She has served as a deacon 
for past three years and 
is director of our prayer 
ministry. 

Fletch says…

For YEARS I worked in the nursery during Sunday School and 
was not in an adult class so being in Dorothy’s class is a "new" 
treat for me. 

In addition to the social interaction with friends, the Bible is 
taught beautifully. Dorothy is a "natural" teacher. Using that 
gift and HOURS of thorough preparation, Dorothy presents 
lessons in such a way that the material is understood and 
God speaks to us individually through her. Not only does 
God speak to us through her spoken word, God speaks to us 

through her spirit, her sincerity, and her daily walk with him. 

Dorothy Wiley is a wonderful role model, though she seeks no glory for herself. 
Through her, however, God is glorified because of her walk with Him and her service 
through many areas, not just the Sunday School class. I'm so glad to call Dorothy Wiley 
my teacher and my friend! —Fletch Leslie

Jack says…
Dorothy Wiley comes well prepared. She’s probably one of the best 
Bible study teachers I’ve ever had because of the research she does. 
She’s very pastoral and she cares about the lives of the people in her 
class. I like her. —Jack Anthony



Birthdays 
in September

KELLY, Sue	 2
WANLESS, Rob	 9
ASHMORE, Mary Anne	 12
MCGILL, Cindi	 21
DEVITA, Matthew	 22
DUVALL, Jonathan	 22
STILES, Morgan	 22
ANTHONY, Jack	 24

STILLWAGON, Jean	 24
BENTON, Bill	 25
MCKINNEY, Bonnie	 25
FARRY, Elizabeth	 28
MILLER, Karen	 28
TUCKER, Sandy	 28
STURGIS, Drew	 30
WOERNER, Walter	 30

Born on July 25, 1916, John Shelley 
just celebrated his 94th birthday. 
Born in Marion County, John has 
five children and counting his 

grandchildren and four great-grands, he says 
his family numbers 28. 

Before retirement, John worked for Kraft foods 
in turkey production at the Newberry Plant.

John doesn’t look 94. He exercises regularly, eats 
healthy, and says of himself, “I don’t have any 
pain, but I’m just not as strong as I once was.” 
However, when you ask John questions about 
his life, one can tell his mind is as strong as ever!

John is part of what we call the “greatest 
generation”. He served in the Army in WWII from 
1942-1946. He trained in Ft. Benning and Ft. 
Knox. He was a tank commander in four stages 
of the war, serving in England and Germany.

First he was in regular combat. 

Second, he was a part of a super secret night 
fighting tank battalion. A tank with a 3 million 
candle light bulb was invented to use at night 
to blind the opposition. His tank was on a 
boat scheduled to hit the Normandy Beach. 
Fortunately, Patton broke through and their 
men weren’t needed. 

Third, he commanded tanks with five tons of 
eight-foot long disks on the front that would 
sweep German fields for exploding land mines. 
He said there were so many tanks staged in 
England that he thought the island would sink.

Finally, he was a part of a tank team that 
practiced psychological warfare. As the 
Germans were in retreat, he and a German 
interpreter would loudly use an eight-foot blow 

horn to ask the Germans to surrender. 

John had two brothers who also served in 
WWII. Ironically, after D-Day, 
when John was halfway home 
from Germany, he was lying on 
a cot with the tent door open. To 
his surprise, he saw his brother 
walk by who had just served two 
years in Italy! We thank men and 
women like John Shelly for their 
service and the values they have 
to teach us.

Of Pelham Road Baptist Church, 
John says, “When my wife 
and I were able to attend, we 
appreciated the fellowship and 
Christian support.” Today John 
doesn’t get to attend often, but 
says the support is still there. He 
was nearly brought to tears by 
the sheer number of birthday 
cards he received. John and 
his wife moved to Rollingreen 
14 years ago on John’s 80th 
birthday. They began attending PRBC the 
following Sunday. 

John says the biggest change he has seen in his 
lifetime is communication. He jokes that when 
he was leaving the back door (retirement), 
computers were coming in the front door. He 
supposes he’ll go to heaven never having to 
learn how to use a computer. 

When asked the key to long life, John advises, 
“control your time. Learn to relax and take care 
of yourself while you work hard.” Good advice. 
We’ll look forward to celebrating John’s 100th 
birthday in just six short years. — Sam

John Shelley The Pelham Road Family
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Ashley James, 4K teacher
I was born in Greenville and have lived 
most of 23 years here. I have a twin 
sister and a younger brother. I have 
attended the College of Charleston 
and USC Upstate, and hope to pursue 
a career in public education. 

I enjoy reading, spending time with 
family, hiking, running, crafting, poli-
tics, and history.

I have been at Pelham Road Baptist 
Church Child Development Center for 
more than three years. I thoroughly 
enjoy working with children. I have 
worked with almost every age group 
here, and I have been teaching K4 for 
a year and a half.

The CDC is ready for the new school year, which we began Aug. 16. With the help 
of many church volunteers, parents, and friends we were able to move all the 
furniture out of the classrooms so that the floors could be professionally cleaned 
and waxed. Then the volunteers came back, and helped us move all the furniture 
back into the classrooms. A big thank you goes to everyone who helped — we could 
not have done it without you!

The teachers worked many long hours while the center was closed for two days 
to update their training and to prepare the classrooms for new children. We hope 
everyone will come take a look at the results of all the hard work. Our CDC Open 
House will be Tuesday, August 31 from 4:00 until 6 p.m. and all are invited.  
                                                     — Susan

Erica Quick gets her classroom ready 
for the 18-month 24-month olds she is 
teaching this year.


